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I~ASHINGTON, D C --Rep Kika de la Garza introduced a bill today to
abolish the existing U S Postal Service and re-establish the Post Office in the
Executive Department of the government as it was in the past.
The South Texas Congressman cited numerous complaints he receives about
the deteriorating quality of mail service.
"They come from bewildered men and women who are unable to understand
why a letter is received in the Rio Grande Valley a,o weeks after it was mailed
in St Joseph, Missouri," he said in a statement in introducing the bill in the
House. "They come from people in South Texas who have received parcel post pack-
ages almost a month after they were sent from New York City. They come from
pensioners whose monthly checks are unconscionably delayed. They come from
businessmen who must depend on the mails to stay in business. They come from
postal employees at every level, from Postmasters to letter carriers."
Rep de la Garza said a mistake was made in creating the U S Postal
Service in 1970 and that Congress should rectify that mistake.
"There is no way today," he said, "that you can mail a letter from here
to there with any assurance that it will be delivered within a reasonable time."
The Congressman added that postal rates have climbed as service declined
and said Congress has been asked repeatedly to increase the Federal appropriation
for the Postal System. "This", he said, "was one of the reasons given for taking
it out of politics. Well, it hasn't worked, and it doesn't appear like more time
will make it better."
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